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At dawn on May 5 after more than 15 hours of talks, contra commander Israel Galeano and
members of President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's government signed a new agreement on contra
disarmament. The contras are to begin disarming May 8 and complete the process by June 10, while
the government pledged to commence reductions in the size of the army, and to disarm civilians
in areas where the contra demobilization is underway. The content of the agreement as reported
Saturday differed very little from a two previous accords signed in mid-April, with the exception of
a commitment to rapidly reduce the size of the army. On May 3, UN Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar expressed concern over the apparent unwillingness of contra commanders to fulfill the
April 18 agreements. (See CAU, 05/04/90.) UN peacekeeping force spokespersons told reporters
April 30 that one contra had thus far disarmed, and only half of the contra fighters roaming about
Nicaragua had concentrated in the five security zones. Chamorro did not specify by how much the
army would be reduced but promised it would be accomplished by June 10. The accord also said
the security of the rebels and their families would be guaranteed and that they would be given
humanitarian assistance. Next, disarmed contras may obtain legal status for their own political party
if they so desire. Galeano said he was considering the establishment of a peasant organization. On
May 7, Chamorro told reporters that beginning Tuesday between 100 and 200 contras would disarm
every day in each of the five security zones. A report appearing in the May 7 edition of the Miami
Herald said that President Chamorro promised to provide 7,300 square miles of prime land located
in the timber-rich plains along the Costa Rican border from Lake Nicaragua to the Caribbean, and
includes most of Rio San Juan department. The president has offered assistance to any of the 5,000
residents of the area who would prefer not to live alongside the resettled contras. In addition to the
land, the government has offered schools, health clinics, housing construction materials, among
other incentives, to contras who relocate to the resettlement area, or elsewhere in Nicaragua. [Basic
data from AP, 05/05/90; New York Times, 05/06/90; Xinhua, Prensa Latina (Cuba), 05/08/90; 05/08/90
report by Nicaragua Network (Washington, DC); Witness For Peace Demobilization Update,
05/03/90]
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